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Abstract 
This paper examines the theoretical and practical problems that arise in the process of the Republic of Kazakhstan joining the 
World Trade Organization (WTO). A lot of rules and regulations are set in the WTO, which include limiting government support 
for domestic producers, phytosanitary standards, and veterinary rules. However, to date, neither the Government, nor local 
producers are ready to compete with foreign producers. In connection with this, some suggestions to resolve these issues were 
given. 
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1. Introduction 
  
The success of the reforms in Kazakhstan depends on the integration of Kazakhstan into the world economy. 
However, with the liberalization of economic activity, the need for economic and food security occurs and increases. 
If the current conditions do not provide for a strategic approach to economic issues, including food security, the 
prospects for sustainable development of Kazakhstan, at best, will be relegated to the distant future. 
Kazakhstan is working on joining the World Trade Organization. The policy of open international trade is 
objectively necessary for a country with a small domestic market and the necessity to access the global market. In 
the first place, it has been noted by the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan in his address to the nation 
was noted that: "Joining the WTO is an additional instrument of economic modernizing and strengthening the 
competitiveness of Kazakhstan in international markets. The negotiations on Kazakhstan's joining the WTO is under 
way, our country's entry into the international economic organization offers great opportunities for strengthening 
Kazakhstan's competitiveness in international markets. However, these opportunities must be skilfully used. We 
should remove all economically unjustified restrictions, at the level of constituent participation of foreign investors, 
in sectors where it has not been done " (Nazarbayev, 2006). 
However, the fact that the Republic of Kazakhstan will be joining the World Trade Organization will have some 
of the socio-economic consequences and will not be beneficial for all market participants in several industries. For a 
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significant part of domestic enterprises producing non-competitive goods, the country's accession to the WTO 
means the inevitability of choice: either modernization of production or closure. If the company wants to work, it 
will have to learn how to produce competitive products. 
 
 
2. Main Part 
 
To date, joining the World Trade Organization is the main event in the field of agriculture. However, this long 
process has not yet found its logical end due to the fact that our farmers are not ready to compete with international 
producers. In this case, the main goal of the state is to protect the domestic market and the manufacturers who are 
not prepared for sudden changes in the market. It should be stressed that in recent years in the accession process, the 
CIS countries were not provided with special conditions (for example, in the form of longer transition periods), 
explaining that the implementation of the WTO agreements in itself is an important element in the transition to a 
market economy. 
By compiling national legislation and technical regulations with the rules and regulations of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO), Kazakhstan will certainly get the opportunity to enter a unified international legal 
environment that will provide all exporters and importers with a stable and predictable business environment. In 
general, all of this will raise the image of Kazakhstan as an equal member of the international trade and policy, 
building confidence in the country (Orazbakov, 2002). 
By join the WTO, Kazakhstan can realistically expect to receive the right to participate in the development of the 
rules governing the world trade, with the consideration of the national interest. In addition, Kazakhstan will be able 
to access current information on foreign economic policy and the government's intentions of WTO member 
countries, which will produce more effective trade policies. But at the same time it has its negative sides 
One of the most significant negative factors, the effect of which is activated when entering the WTO, is the fact 
that some domestic producers may not be ready for a tough international competition (Zhakupova, 2002). The 
second factor is the internal requirements of the WTO for government support, market access, export subsidies and 
reductio (The state regulation of agriculture and rural areas, 2005). 
The need to prepare accession to the WTO required the development and adoption of regulations on different 
levels, which have been embodied in the legal mechanisms of state influence on the development of domestic 
agricultural production, measures to support the development of agro-industrial complex (AIC). These include the 
-2005" (The State agrofood 
program of Kazakhstan for 2003-2005, 2002), on July 10, 2003 N 1149 "State Program for Rural Development of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2004-2010 " (The State programme for rural of the Republic of Kazakhstan for 
2004-2010, 2003), which identifies the priorities, goals and objectives of the agricultural sector, the steps and the 
way to rehabilitation and further development of agriculture and rural areas. Food security of our country is the 
central issue in these program documents, then the formation of an effective agribusiness system, the increase in 
sales of agricultural products and processed products in the domestic and foreign markets, and rationalization of 
state support of agricultural production. 
The next step in the implementation of accession to the WTO was the adoption of the Land Code of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan dated back to 20 June 2003, an innovation of which is the legalization of private property rights of 
agricultural land (Land Code, 2003).   The above-mentioned instruments have enabled the development and 
adoption of the Law on "State regulation of agriculture and rural areas", which was adopted on 8 July 2005. 
This law defines the legal, institutional, economic and social foundations of the state regulation of agriculture and 
rural areas in the Republic of Kazakhstan in the current conditions. It should be noted that prior to the adoption of 
this law another law on "The priority of the development of the village, villages and agriculture" was in force, the 
provisions of which were not designed to adapt to international norms and requirements for agriculture, trade in 
agricultural products. The novelty of the law is to set goals and objectives of state regulation of agriculture, the 
spread of new state support economic focus on the development of agriculture. The goals and objectives of state 
regulation in this field are marked as follows: food security and sustainability of markets of agricultural products, 
the formation of an effective system of business support for the competitive advantages of domestic production, 
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processing of agricultural raw materials and food industries, as well as providing veterinary-sanitary and 
phytosanitary safety. 
Depending on the extent of the distorting effects on trade, the WTO Agreement on Agriculture defines three 
categories of measures that have been identified as a measure of "green basket", "blue basket" and " yellow basket ". 
If we describe them in detail, then the measures of "green basket" include measures that indirectly affect the support 
of agricultural production. These measures are typical for developing countries. Measures of "blue basket" differ 
from measures of "green basket" in that they are not aimed at improving the quality and recovery of production, but 
rather limit overproduction of agricultural products. The use of such measures is the characteristics of developed 
countries, including Kazakhstan. Other measures to support farmers which are not covered in these criteria are 
measures of the "yellow basket" whose use is permitted in an amount not greater than the average value of the actual 
costs. But such measures in the past three years have been allowed in a limited range. Such measures may include 
direct measures or subsidies for the production itself, the compensation of the costs associated with agricultural 
production, price support, debt relief and so on (Agreement on Agriculture, 1994). 
In the framework of the World Trade Organization on Agriculture established the principle of "inaction." It 
means that countries wishing to join the WTO, take a voluntary commitment not to introduce new protective 
measures. Thus, the Agreement does not prohibit the support as such, but only reduces the amount of support in 
agriculture or refocuses support measures so that they do not distort trade. According to R.B. Jakupova, the main 
problem today for Kazakhstan is the calculation and recording of all necessary government support measures. 
However, it is necessary to answer the main question of what government support is acceptable. 
The law of the Republic of Kazakhstan on "State regulation of agriculture and rural development" shall contain 
measures which correspond to the green  and yellow baskets . These are measures of government support APK 
as lending and subsidies of agriculture and rural areas, conducting procurement transactions and price intervention 
and the creation of specialized organizations, the application of the tax, fiscal, customs and tariffs, technical 
regulations and other measures in accordance with the legislative acts of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 
While noting the positive aspects in the present law, it should be noted that many of its rules and regulations are 
of referential nature, and sometimes contrary to the tax and other legislation. This law was necessary to reflect the 
economic mechanism of regulation system agriculture, regulating its individual elements, which was still not done. 
This system consists of a series of economic methods, which include the funding and planning for the development 
of agriculture, the collection of taxes and other payments for agricultural activities, insurance of agricultural 
production, the economic stimulus of domestic agricultural production. Only some economic methods are written in 
this law, and specify only the conditions of their use, in our opinion, this demonstrates the need for further 
improvement of the rules and regulations of this law, the adoption of which should take into account the experience 
of other countries that have become members of the WTO. 
The World Trade Organization, by minimizing the negative effects of sanitary and phytosanitary measures on 
mutual trade, the protection of human health and life, passed certain rules. These include the principle of openness 
adopted sanitary and phytosanitary measures, the recognition of zones free of pests and diseases, etc. 
Kazakhstan has adopted a number of regulations in order to implement these rules, which include sanitary and 
phytosanitary standards and requirements for agricultural activities. These include the laws of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan "On the sanitary-epidemiological welfare of the population" (The approvement of delivery of veterinary 
documents to objects of state veterinary and sanitary control, 2009). Along with this, in Kazakhstan, an information 
center on technical barriers in trade, sanitary and phytosanitary measures was opened, it will exchange information 
with the WTO Secretariat and the member states of the WTO on sanitary and phytosanitary measures (Approvement 
of the program of the priority measures for 2006-2008 to implement the concept of sustainable development of 
agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan, 2006). 
However, pursuant to rules of sanitary and phytosanitary measures in the field of veterinary medicine is the most 
problematic aspect. In particular, due to the fact that you need to update the material and technical base of 
laboratories, the harmonization of sanitary-epidemiological, veterinary and quarantine rules and regulations with 
international standards in order to meet the requirements of the trade organization for the Application of Sanitary 
and Phytosanitary Measures. 
Another major obstacle to the international market is the quality of animal products, which is largely determined 
by the animal health situation in the country. It is necessary to consider that there are many highly dangerous animal 
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diseases that are of natural focal, for example, the infectious agent circulates in the animals for a long time (100 
years), and can persist in soil and other environmental objects. For the effective detection of pathogens in animals 
and environmental objects, veterinary diagnostic laboratories must have modern equipment and instruments. 
The problem is compounded by the fact that farm animals are mostly found in private farms. In connection with 
this, there is an issue of control over the safety of slaughter and disposal of diseased cattle (About veterinary, 2002). 
These problems will be able to find a solution only with the adoption of the relevant rules under the laws of the 
country (Orazbakov, 2002). 
Vice-Minister of Industry and Trade of Kazakhstan, Zhanar Aitzhanova states the following: "To date, we are not 
competitive in terms of price and meat quality, but demand creates supply. We need to enlarge the agricultural 
production, now the meat is produced in the backyard, and while it comes to the market it goes through a lot of 
middlemen. We think that more corporations producing meat will appear, like in all countries. " 
In connection with the above problems, during the process of joining the World Trade Organization, the 




In conclusion, it is worth saying that at the moment the policy of Kazakhstan in the field of agriculture and food 
security is closely linked with the entry into the World Trade Organization. After a short overview of the current 
situation, we made the following conclusions: 
First, the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan should be very careful about leading the process of 
accession to the organization, given the agricultural resources and opportunities in the context of the organization. 
And there is also a very important point in the willingness of local farmers for the upcoming international 
competition, considering the options available to foreign producers. 
Secondly, the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan must set the size and methods of state support needed 
to our manufacturers. Based on this, it should specifically determine which "basket" Kazakhstan will refer to if it 
receives membership in the organization. Apparently, our state will be included in the "yellow basket", as domestic 
producers of agricultural products are still in need of government support and preferences. 
Third, the World Trade Organization established a set of rules to ensure food security, particularly in the area of 
sanitary and phytosanitary measures. In this connection, it is necessary to create science and technology laboratories, 
sanitary-epidemiological, veterinary centres to strengthen the control and security in these fields. However, besides 
the material and technical aspects, we need to strengthen and reinforce the supervision and control of the public 
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